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Abstract 
 

This study examines the role of international organizations, with a particular focus on the World Bank, 

in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction since 2001. Employing a mixed-methods approach, the 

research primarily analyzes World Bank statistics and project data, supplemented by qualitative analysis 

of policy documents and expert insights. The study investigates the relationship between World Bank 

interventions and key economic indicators in Afghanistan, including GDP growth, poverty rates, and 

human development indices. Time series analysis, project effectiveness assessment, and comparative 

analysis with other post-conflict countries are utilized to evaluate the impact of World Bank policies and 

projects. The research aims to provide a comprehensive, data-driven assessment of the effectiveness of 

international aid in promoting economic growth and development in post-conflict settings. Findings 

from this study have implications for policy refinement, aid allocation strategies, and the broader 

understanding of international organizations' roles in economic reconstruction efforts. 
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Introduction 

 
 
The economic reconstruction of Afghanistan represents one of the most complex and ambitious 
development challenges of the 21st century. Following the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001, the 
country faced the daunting task of rebuilding its shattered economy, institutions, and infrastructure. 
International organizations have been at the forefront of this effort, bringing together resources, 
expertise, and global support to aid Afghanistan's recovery (Ghani and Lockhart, 2008). 
 
The scale of the challenge cannot be overstated. Afghanistan's economy was devastated by decades of 
conflict, leaving it with minimal industrial capacity, a largely informal economy, and a heavy 
dependence on foreign aid. The country's strategic location, rich mineral resources, and young 
population present significant potential, but harnessing these assets requires overcoming deeply 
entrenched obstacles (Rubin, 2015). 
 
International organizations have approached Afghanistan's economic reconstruction through various 
lenses, including poverty reduction, institutional capacity building, private sector development, and 
regional integration. The World Bank, for instance, has been a key player in financing and implementing 
development projects across multiple sectors. Meanwhile, the IMF has focused on macroeconomic 
stability and fiscal management, crucial foundations for sustainable growth (World Bank, 2019). 
 
United Nations agencies, particularly the UNDP, have concentrated on human development, governance, 
and sustainable livelihoods. Their efforts have been complemented by a myriad of NGOs, each 
addressing specific aspects of economic and social development. These range from microfinance 
initiatives to support small businesses, to agricultural programs aimed at revitalizing the rural economy 
(UNDP, 2020). 
 
However, the path to reconstruction has been far from smooth. Security challenges, corruption, and the 
complexities of working in a fragile state have all posed significant hurdles. The effectiveness of 
international aid and the sustainability of development initiatives have been subjects of ongoing debate 
and scrutiny (Bizhan, 2018). 
 
This article will delve into the strategies, successes, and shortcomings of international organizations in 
Afghanistan's economic reconstruction. By examining their roles, we aim to provide insights into the 
broader challenges of post-conflict economic development and the evolving nature of international 
development assistance in complex environments. 
 

 
Statement of the Problem 

 
The economic reconstruction of Afghanistan presents a complex set of challenges that international 
organizations have grappled with for over two decades. Despite significant financial investments and 
concerted efforts, the country continues to face substantial obstacles in achieving sustainable economic 
growth and stability. This situation necessitates a critical examination of the roles, strategies, and 
impacts of international organizations in Afghanistan's economic landscape. Afghanistan has become 
heavily reliant on foreign aid, with international grants financing around 75% of public expenditure as of 
2018 (World Bank, 2020). This dependency raises questions about the sustainability of economic gains 
and the country's ability to transition to self-reliance. The multitude of international organizations 
operating in Afghanistan has led to issues of coordination, overlapping mandates, and sometimes 
conflicting approaches. This fragmentation can result in inefficient use of resources and reduced overall 
impact (Strand et al., 2017). The persistent insecurity in many parts of Afghanistan has hampered 
economic development efforts. International organizations must navigate the complex interplay between 
security and development, often operating in high-risk environments (Goodhand and Sedra, 2013). 
Building robust and effective Afghan institutions capable of managing the economy and delivering 
services remains a significant challenge. Many international interventions have struggled to create 
sustainable local capacity (Byrd, 2016). A large portion of Afghanistan's economy operates informally, 
making it difficult for international organizations to accurately assess needs, implement reforms, and 
measure progress (Ghiasy et al., 2015). Widespread corruption has undermined the effectiveness of aid 
and eroded trust in both international efforts and local institutions. Addressing this issue while 
maintaining support for economic development has proven challenging (Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction, 2021). International organizations have faced difficulties in adapting their 



 

 

standardized approaches to Afghanistan's unique cultural, social, and economic context, sometimes 
resulting in interventions that are misaligned with local realities (Suhrke, 2011). This article seeks to 
analyze how international organizations have addressed these interconnected challenges in their efforts 
to reconstruct Afghanistan's economy. By examining their strategies, successes, and shortcomings, we 
aim to contribute to the ongoing discourse on effective international assistance in complex, post-conflict 
environments. 
 
 

 

Reasearch Purposes 

 

The primary purpose of this research is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the roles played by 

international organizations in the economic reconstruction of Afghanistan since 2001. This study aims to 

provide a nuanced understanding of the complex interplay between international interventions and 

Afghanistan's economic development trajectory. 

 

One key objective is to evaluate the effectiveness of various strategies employed by international 

organizations in addressing Afghanistan's economic challenges. By examining both successful initiatives 

and those that fell short of their goals, this research seeks to identify best practices and lessons learned in 

the context of post-conflict economic reconstruction (Zürcher, 2012). 

 

Another crucial purpose of this study is to assess the long-term impacts of international interventions on 

Afghanistan's economic institutions and structures. This includes analyzing how international 

organizations have influenced policy-making, institutional capacity building, and the development of 

key economic sectors. The research will explore whether these interventions have led to sustainable 

improvements or created unintended dependencies (Suhrke, 2009). 

 

Furthermore, this study aims to investigate the coordination mechanisms between different international 

organizations operating in Afghanistan. By examining the synergies and conflicts between various 

actors, the research will shed light on the challenges of harmonizing diverse approaches and mandates in 

a complex operational environment (Bizhan, 2018). 

 

An additional purpose is to explore how international organizations have adapted their strategies to 

Afghanistan's unique cultural, social, and economic context. This includes assessing the extent to which 

these organizations have incorporated local knowledge and perspectives into their economic 

reconstruction efforts (Goodhand and Sedra, 2013). 

 

The research also seeks to analyze the relationship between security conditions and economic 

development initiatives. By examining how international organizations have navigated the security-

development nexus, this study aims to contribute to broader discussions on effective aid delivery in 

conflict-affected states (Hogg et al., 2013). 

 

Finally, this study intends to provide insights into the future role of international organizations in 

Afghanistan's ongoing economic development. By critically examining past and current interventions, 

the research aims to offer recommendations for more effective and sustainable international engagement 

in Afghanistan's economic future (Byrd, 2016). 

 

Through these multifaceted research purposes, this study aspires to contribute to both academic 

discourse and practical policy-making in the field of international development, particularly in post-

conflict settings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reasearch Questions 
 

Primary Research Question 

How have international organizations contributed to Afghanistan's economic reconstruction since 2001, 

and what has been the overall impact of their interventions? 

 

Secondary Research Questions 

a) What specific strategies and approaches have major international organizations (such as the 

World Bank, IMF, UN agencies, and prominent NGOs) employed in their efforts to reconstruct 

Afghanistan's economy? (Hogg et al., 2013) 

 

b) To what extent have international organizations' economic interventions in Afghanistan been 

successful in achieving their stated goals? What factors have influenced their success or failure? 

(Zürcher, 2012) 

 

 

c) How have international organizations addressed the challenge of aid dependency in Afghanistan, 

and what measures have been taken to promote sustainable economic growth? (Ghani and 

Lockhart, 2008) 

 

d) What role have international organizations played in building institutional capacity within 

Afghanistan's economic sectors, and how effective have these efforts been? (Byrd, 2016) 

 

 

e) How have international organizations navigated the security-development nexus in Afghanistan, 

and how has the security situation impacted their economic reconstruction efforts? (Goodhand 

and Sedra, 2013) 

 

f) To what extent have international organizations been able to coordinate their efforts in 

Afghanistan's economic reconstruction, and what challenges have they faced in this regard? 

(Bizhan, 2018) 

 

 

g) How have international organizations adapted their economic reconstruction strategies to 

Afghanistan's unique cultural, social, and economic context? (Suhrke, 2011) 

 

h) What has been the impact of international organizations' interventions on Afghanistan's informal 

economy, and how have they addressed the challenges posed by this sector? (Ghiasy et al., 

2015) 

 

i) How have international organizations addressed the issue of corruption in their economic 

reconstruction efforts, and what has been the effectiveness of their anti-corruption measures? 

(Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 2021) 

 

j) What lessons can be drawn from the experiences of international organizations in Afghanistan's 

economic reconstruction that might be applicable to other post-conflict or fragile state contexts? 

(Strand et al., 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Research Hypotheses 

 
Primary Hypothesis 

International organizations have played a significant role in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction since 

2001, but their impact has been mixed, with some areas showing substantial progress while others 

remain challenged by persistent obstacles. 

 

Secondary Hypotheses 

a) The effectiveness of international organizations' economic interventions in Afghanistan has been 

significantly influenced by the country's security situation, with areas of relative stability 

showing more sustainable economic progress (Goodhand and Sedra, 2013). 

 

b) International organizations' efforts to build institutional capacity in Afghanistan's economic 

sectors have been hampered by pre-existing weak governance structures and widespread 

corruption (Byrd, 2016). 

 

 

c) The lack of coordination among international organizations has led to inefficiencies and 

duplication of efforts, reducing the overall impact of economic reconstruction initiatives 

(Bizhan, 2018). 

 

d) International organizations' strategies that have incorporated local knowledge and adapted to 

Afghanistan's cultural context have been more successful than those that have attempted to 

impose standardized development models (Suhrke, 2011). 

 

 

e) The heavy reliance on foreign aid fostered by international organizations has created economic 

dependencies that hinder Afghanistan's transition to self-reliance (Ghani and Lockhart, 2008). 

 

f) International organizations' efforts to formalize Afghanistan's economy have had limited success 

due to the resilience of informal economic structures and the challenges of operating in a 

conflict-affected environment (Ghiasy et al., 2015). 

 

 

g) Anti-corruption measures implemented by international organizations have had modest impact 

due to the entrenched nature of corruption in Afghanistan's political and economic systems 

(Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 2021). 

 

h) International organizations' focus on rapid economic growth and quantitative indicators has 

sometimes come at the expense of sustainable, qualitative improvements in Afghanistan's 

economic foundation (Zürcher, 2012). 

 

 

i) The effectiveness of international organizations in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction has 

varied significantly across different sectors, with some areas (e.g., telecommunications) showing 

more progress than others (e.g., extractive industries) (Hogg et al., 2013). 

 

j) Lessons learned from international organizations' experiences in Afghanistan suggest that long-

term, context-specific approaches are more effective for economic reconstruction in post-conflict 

settings than short-term, generalized interventions (Strand et al., 2017). 

 

These hypotheses provide a framework for testing and analyzing the various aspects of international 

organizations' involvement in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction. They address the complex 

interplay of factors that have influenced the outcomes of these interventions and set the stage for a 

nuanced examination of their effectiveness. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Significance Statement 
 

This research on the role of international organizations in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction holds 

significant importance for both academic discourse and practical policy-making in the field of 

international development, particularly in post-conflict settings. 

 

Firstly, this study contributes to the growing body of literature on post-conflict economic reconstruction. 

By providing a comprehensive analysis of international interventions in Afghanistan over the past two 

decades, it offers valuable insights into the complexities of rebuilding economies in fragile states. This 

research will help fill gaps in our understanding of how various factors - including security, governance, 

and cultural context - interact with and influence economic reconstruction efforts (Suhrke, 2011). 

 

Secondly, the findings of this study have practical implications for policymakers and development 

practitioners. By critically examining the strategies, successes, and shortcomings of international 

organizations in Afghanistan, this research can inform more effective approaches to economic 

reconstruction in similar contexts. The lessons drawn from Afghanistan's experience can guide future 

interventions in other post-conflict or fragile states, potentially improving their efficacy and 

sustainability (Bizhan, 2018). Furthermore, this research addresses the crucial issue of aid effectiveness, 

which has been a subject of ongoing debate in the international development community. By analyzing 

the impact of substantial international investment in Afghanistan's economy, this study contributes to 

broader discussions on how to optimize aid delivery and ensure that development assistance translates 

into tangible, sustainable improvements in recipient countries (Zürcher, 2012). The study also highlights 

the importance of understanding local contexts in international development efforts. By examining how 

international organizations have adapted (or failed to adapt) their strategies to Afghanistan's unique 

cultural, social, and economic landscape, this research underscores the need for context-specific 

approaches in development interventions (Goodhand and Sedra, 2013). 

 

Additionally, this research provides valuable insights into the challenges of coordinating multiple 

international actors in complex operational environments. The findings can inform efforts to improve 

coordination mechanisms and harmonize diverse approaches in future reconstruction efforts, potentially 

leading to more efficient use of resources and greater overall impact (Hogg et al., 2013). Moreover, by 

exploring the interplay between security and economic development, this study contributes to the 

ongoing discourse on the security-development nexus. These insights are particularly relevant given the 

increasing focus on integrated approaches to peacebuilding and state-building in fragile contexts (Strand 

et al., 2017). 

 

Lastly, this research has significant implications for Afghanistan's future development trajectory. As the 

country continues to navigate complex economic and political challenges, understanding the impacts of 

past interventions is crucial for shaping future policies and international engagements. The findings of 

this study can inform discussions on how to transition from aid dependency to sustainable, locally-driven 

economic growth (Byrd, 2016). In conclusion, this research not only advances our academic 

understanding of post-conflict economic reconstruction but also offers practical insights that can inform 

more effective, sustainable, and context-appropriate international interventions in fragile states. 

 

Review of the related literature 

 
The literature on post-conflict economic reconstruction provides a crucial framework for understanding 

the challenges faced in Afghanistan. Collier (2009) emphasizes the importance of economic growth in 

reducing the risk of conflict recurrence. He argues that international interventions should focus on 

creating economic opportunities and strengthening institutions. Ghani and Lockhart (2008) propose a 

comprehensive approach to state-building in fragile states, emphasizing the need for coordinated efforts 

in security, governance, and economic development. Their work is particularly relevant to Afghanistan's 

context, highlighting the interconnectedness of these aspects in post-conflict reconstruction. 

 

The effectiveness of international aid in fragile states has been a subject of extensive research. Zürcher 

(2012) examines aid effectiveness in Afghanistan, noting that the impact of aid is often limited by 



 

 

conflict dynamics and weak state capacity. He argues for more context-specific and conflict-sensitive aid 

strategies. 

Similarly, Bizhan (2018) explores the paradoxical effects of aid in Afghanistan, where large-scale 

assistance has both built and undermined state institutions. His work highlights the complex 

relationships between aid, state-building, and economic development in post-conflict settings. The 

interplay between security and development is a central theme in the literature on Afghanistan's 

reconstruction. Goodhand and Sedra (2013) analyze the challenges of pursuing development goals in an 

insecure environment, arguing for a more nuanced understanding of the security-development 

relationship. Hogg et al. (2013) provide a comprehensive overview of Afghanistan's transition 

challenges, emphasizing the need for integrated approaches that address both security and development 

concerns simultaneously. 

 

Building effective institutions is widely recognized as crucial for sustainable economic development. 

Byrd (2016) examines the challenges of institutional capacity building in Afghanistan, highlighting the 

impact of corruption and political instability on economic governance. Suhrke (2011) offers a critical 

perspective on international state-building efforts in Afghanistan, arguing that excessive external support 

can undermine local capacity and create unsustainable dependencies. 

 

The role of the informal economy and private sector development in Afghanistan's reconstruction has 

received increasing attention. Ghiasy et al. (2015) provide an in-depth analysis of Afghanistan's private 

sector, highlighting both its potential and the obstacles it faces. Giustozzi (2012) examines the political 

economy of the opium trade in Afghanistan, illustrating how informal economic activities intersect with 

conflict dynamics and reconstruction efforts. 

 

Corruption has been identified as a major obstacle to effective economic reconstruction. The Special 

Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (2021) provides comprehensive reports on the impact 

of corruption on aid effectiveness and economic development in Afghanistan. Cheng and Zaum (2012) 

offer a broader perspective on corruption in post-conflict contexts, providing insights into how 

corruption affects state-building and economic reconstruction efforts. 

 

The importance of local ownership and cultural sensitivity in reconstruction efforts is emphasized in 

recent literature. Strand et al. (2017) provide a political economy analysis of Afghanistan, highlighting 

the need to understand local power dynamics and cultural contexts in development interventions. Suhrke 

(2011) critically examines the international project in Afghanistan, arguing that externally driven 

reconstruction efforts often fail to adequately consider local realities and capacities. 

 

 

The Impact of the Research 
 

This study will contribute to the academic literature on post-conflict reconstruction, international 

development, and state-building. By providing a comprehensive analysis of international interventions in 

Afghanistan, it will offer new insights into the complexities of rebuilding economies in fragile states. 

The research may challenge existing theories or provide evidence to support new approaches in 

development economics and political economy (Suhrke, 2011). The findings of this research have direct 

implications for policymakers involved in international development and post-conflict reconstruction. 

By critically examining the successes and failures of various strategies employed in Afghanistan, the 

study can inform more effective approaches to economic reconstruction in similar contexts. This could 

lead to policy reforms in how international organizations design and implement their interventions 

(Bizhan, 2018). By analyzing the impact of international investments in Afghanistan's economy, this 

research contributes to the ongoing debate on aid effectiveness. The insights gained could help in 

optimizing aid delivery mechanisms and ensuring that development assistance translates into sustainable 

improvements. This could potentially influence how donor countries and international organizations 

allocate and manage their resources in fragile states (Zürcher, 2012). The study's examination of 

coordination challenges among various international organizations can provide valuable lessons for 

improving synergy in complex operational environments. This could lead to the development of better 

coordination mechanisms and more integrated approaches in future reconstruction efforts (Hogg et al., 

2013). By highlighting the importance of understanding local contexts, this research underscores the 

need for tailored development strategies. This could influence international organizations to adopt more 

flexible and culturally sensitive approaches in their interventions, potentially increasing their 



 

 

effectiveness and sustainability (Goodhand and Sedra, 2013). The research's exploration of the interplay 

between security and economic development can contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the 

security-development nexus. This could inform more integrated approaches to peacebuilding and state-

building in fragile contexts (Strand et al., 2017). Insights into the challenges and successes of capacity 

building efforts in Afghanistan can inform future strategies for institutional development in post-conflict 

settings. This could lead to more effective approaches in strengthening local governance and economic 

management capacities (Byrd, 2016). The study's examination of efforts to develop Afghanistan's private 

sector can provide valuable lessons for similar initiatives in other fragile states. This could influence 

strategies for promoting entrepreneurship and economic diversification in challenging environments 

(Ghiasy et al., 2015). By analyzing the impact of corruption on reconstruction efforts, this research can 

contribute to more effective anti-corruption strategies in development interventions. This could lead to 

improved transparency and accountability measures in international aid programs (Special Inspector 

General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 2021). The longitudinal perspective offered by this research can 

inform long-term development planning in post-conflict countries. By examining the evolution of 

Afghanistan's reconstruction over two decades, it can provide insights into the sequencing and 

prioritization of development initiatives over extended periods. this research has the potential to 

significantly impact both theoretical understandings and practical approaches to post-conflict economic 

reconstruction. Its findings could influence policy decisions, improve the effectiveness of international 

interventions, and ultimately contribute to more sustainable development outcomes in fragile and 

conflict-affected states. 

 

Research Methods 

 
This research employs a mixed-methods approach with a primary focus on quantitative analysis of 

World Bank statistics, supplemented by qualitative analysis of policy documents and expert insights. 

The study aims to evaluate the World Bank's role in Afghanistan's economic reconstruction from 2001 to 

the present day. 

 

Data Collection 

 
The data collection process centers on the World Bank's extensive databases. The World Development 

Indicators (WDI) database will be the primary source for key economic indicators such as GDP growth 

rates, GNI per capita, foreign direct investment inflows, official development assistance, unemployment 

rates, poverty headcount ratios, and Human Development Index scores. These indicators will be 

collected for Afghanistan from 2001 onwards, providing a comprehensive overview of the country's 

economic trajectory. In addition to macroeconomic data, the research will gather detailed information on 

World Bank projects in Afghanistan using the World Bank Projects & Operations database. This will 

include data on the number of projects, total funding allocated and disbursed, sectoral distribution of 

projects, and project completion rates. Supplementary data will be sourced from Afghanistan 

Reconstruction Trust Fund reports, World Bank Country Partnership Framework documents, and 

Independent Evaluation Group reports on World Bank activities in Afghanistan. 

 

Data Analysis 
 

The data analysis will employ various statistical techniques to extract meaningful insights. Time series 

analysis will be used to visualize trends in key economic indicators and identify correlations with World 

Bank project implementations. Project effectiveness will be assessed by calculating success rates and 

analyzing the sectoral distribution of funding. A comparative analysis will benchmark Afghanistan's 

progress against other post-conflict countries where the World Bank has been active. To deepen the 

analysis, the study will conduct a policy impact assessment, evaluating the alignment of World Bank 

policies with Afghanistan's national development strategies. Multiple regression analysis will be 

performed to determine the relationship between World Bank aid disbursements and key economic 

indicators. Additionally, a qualitative content analysis of World Bank country reports and strategy 

documents will identify key themes and policy shifts over time. This methodology provides a 

comprehensive framework for analyzing the World Bank's role in Afghanistan's economic 

reconstruction. By primarily leveraging World Bank statistics and data, the research aims to offer an in-

depth, data-driven assessment of the organization's impact. However, it's crucial to approach the data 

critically, considering factors such as data reliability in a conflict-affected country and potential biases in 



 

 

reporting. The study will also acknowledge its limitations, including the challenge of isolating the World 

Bank's impact from other factors influencing Afghanistan's economic landscape. 

 

The Potential Impact of this study 
 

This study has the potential to provide a comprehensive assessment of the World Bank's policies and 

strategies in Afghanistan. By analyzing the effectiveness of various projects and interventions, 

policymakers at the World Bank and other international organizations could gain valuable insights into 

what has worked and what hasn't. This could lead to the refinement of existing policies or the 

development of new, more effective approaches to economic reconstruction in post-conflict countries. 

The research could shed light on the overall effectiveness of international aid in promoting economic 

reconstruction. By examining the relationship between World Bank aid disbursements and key economic 

indicators, the study could provide evidence-based insights into the impact of financial assistance on 

Afghanistan's economy. This could influence future decisions on aid allocation and distribution, not just 

in Afghanistan but in other developing and post-conflict countries as well. Through the analysis of the 

sectoral distribution of World Bank projects, the study could highlight which areas of investment have 

been most effective in promoting economic growth and development. This information could guide 

future decisions on prioritizing certain sectors (e.g., infrastructure, education, or healthcare) in 

reconstruction efforts, both in Afghanistan and in other similar contexts. By critically examining World 

Bank data and reports, this study could contribute to greater accountability and transparency in 

international development efforts. It could potentially identify areas where reporting or data collection 

methods could be improved, leading to more accurate assessments of project impacts and aid 

effectiveness. The findings of this study could emphasize the importance of collaboration between 

international organizations and local stakeholders. It might reveal successes or challenges in aligning 

World Bank policies with Afghanistan's national development strategies, potentially leading to improved 

cooperation models for future reconstruction efforts. This research could contribute significantly to the 

academic literature on post-conflict economic reconstruction, international aid, and development 

economics. It could provide a detailed case study that other researchers and practitioners could draw 

upon, potentially influencing future studies and practical approaches in similar contexts. By providing a 

data-driven analysis of the World Bank's role in Afghanistan's reconstruction, this study could inform 

public debate on the effectiveness of international aid and the role of global financial institutions in post-

conflict settings. This could lead to more informed public discourse and potentially influence public 

opinion on these important issues. The mixed-methods approach focused on World Bank statistics could 

serve as a model for similar studies in other countries or contexts. This could contribute to the 

development of more robust methodologies for evaluating the impact of international organizations in 

complex, post-conflict environments. 

 

In conclusion, this study has the potential to impact policy-making, aid distribution, academic 

understanding, and public awareness regarding international efforts in economic reconstruction. Its 

findings could influence future approaches to post-conflict development, not just in Afghanistan, but in 

other countries facing similar challenges. 
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